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11, | |Met with Bill Woodruff, Counsel, Senate Appro-
priations Committee, and talked with him at some length about the Symington
amendment to the Military Procurement Act imposing a $350 million ceiling
on U.S. expenditures for Laos for fiscal year 1972, Woodruff was of the
firm opinion it was not intended that this ceiling apply to those more or less
fixed expenses, such as the cost of maintaining the embassy and our station
in Laos, which would occur regardless of the existence of paramilitary
operations there. He also said he thought Senator Stennis had not focused
sufficiently on that provision of the amendment which would require authoriza-
tion for expenditures in Laos after fiscal year 1972, Woodruff ieels this
could create some real problems for the Agency if indeed we continue to
carry on the PM operations there. He saw no problem with the provision
requiring submission of reports. He said those would normally go to the
Vice President and the Speaker of the House and could be handled on a
classified basis. He added, however, that they would undoubtedly go to the
Foreign Relations Committee as well as to the Armed Services and Appropria-
tions Committees,

12, Scott Cohen, Executive Assistant to Senator

Charles Percy (R., Il.), called to recommend to us as a prospect for an
| |who has been working for the

Cabinet Committee on Spanish Speaking Peoples, Arrangements were made

= for| |to be interviewed by| I: next Tuesday, 12 October,
at 10 a.m.
13. | | In response to her request, sent a brochure
on the Agency to | | in the office of Representative Fred Schwengle

(R., Iowa).
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Th Senate, d'lStUl"de by CIA
involvement in a guerrilla war,
has yoted to clamp a 1 lid on the
steadily increasing cost of de-
fending Liaos,

"In a compromise worked out
betwcun the Nixon admiristra-
tion and Sen. Stuart Symington,
D-Mo., members voted, 67 {o 17,
yeaterday {o impose a $350 mil-
Hon ceiling on U.S. support for
) alticd forces fighting in Laos —
mc]udmg paramilitary’ trocpsr
who - are trained, paid, fed.
clothed, advisedaaud sunpmted
by the Central Intelligencc
Agency.

The admendment, a rider to
the $21 billion military procuve-
ment bill, does not affect U.S.
air suppmt for Laos, which costs;
about $140 millien annuall\' Nor!
does nt restrict the bombing of
the Ho Chi Minh Prail that leads
through Laos inte South Viet-
nan.

wWould Ban Escalation

The administration decided
not to fight the restriction since
$350 million appavently was all it;
planued to spend anyway. ,

But the Symington amend.!
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ment, if enacted, would preven:
a major U.S. escalation of the
war, And it represants the first
attompt by Congress to control
the CIA’s role in the conflict—a
role that now has been acknowl-
edred by the administration,
The ClA-directed guerrilla
army in Laos incqudes Lao ir-
regulars and “voluiteers” from
neighboring Thailand.
Symington said during the de-
bate that many of the Thai vol-
unteers are professional soldiers
frem th2 Thai army. He said the
cost of supporting them is 25
percent higher than the entire
U.S. outlay for the Royal Lao,
the regular fcree that is:
supported under the official U.S.
military assistance program but
that has not proved effective in
rw«'w ¢ the North Vielnamese
and Pathet Lao rebels.
American ground troops have,
heen barred from fighting in,
Laos since 1969 by act of Con-
gress. But there has been con-
cern that the growing U.S. aid
program and CIA
involvement—which has in-
crezced American costs 20-fold
in the Jast pine years--could es-
calale inte a Vietnam-like war,

army,

CIA Role Unveiled

The CIA expenses, Jike most of
the othar appropriations for the
agency, normally are disguised
by hiding the outlays in padded
appropriations  for other agen-
caes. The Symington amendment
recognizes the  CIA’s invelve-
ment in Leos for the first time,

Scit. J. Willlam  Fulbright,
D-Ark.,, warned however, that
the amendment nay be used by
the administration in the future
as evidence thal Congress was
dumounr‘g the CIA {0 contmae
its \.Uu
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Tuesday - 5 October 1971

L | | Met with Jim Woolsey, General Counsel,
Senate Armed Services Committee, who, in response to my questions,

.said the $350 million ceiling on Laos expenditures set by the Symington

amendment '"covers everything but air combat operations by U.S. forces
throughout Laos.'" He added that such things as gun ship operations by
indigenous crews came under the ceiling, but of course were not prcechibited
by the amendment.,

2, | | Dorothy Fosdick, Senate Subcommiitee on
National Security and International Operations staff, called and said Senator
Jackson had asked her to get an updated briefing on the situation on the
Sino-Soviet border. I told Miss Fosdick that I thought there had been very
little, if any, change in that situation, but I would check and be back in touch
with her,

3. | | Talked to Mr. Michael Van Dusen, Near
East Subcommittee staff, House Foreign Affairs Committee, and rescheduled
the informal briefing for the Subcommittee. A tentative date of Wednesday,
13 October, 10:00 a.m., Room 2200 Rayburn Building, was agreed upon.

- Mr., Van Dusen will try to confirm the day with Chairman Hamilton in the

morning, | , OCI, has been advised.

4. | | I advised J. Sourwine, Chief Counsel, Senate
Internal Security Subcommittee, that in response to his request I had checked
|one more time with our people regardingl
| | Itold Sourwine we know
nothing about | | Sourwine said
he just wanted to be sure of this because they plan to press him further in
executive session regarding the means by which he entered the U.S. via Mexico.
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25X1 5. | | Met with Senator Henry Jackson (D., Wash. ),
Chairman, Subcommittee on National Security and International Operations,
and Miss Dorothy Fosdick, of the Subcommittee staff, in response to the
Senator's request and briefed him on the military situation along the Sino-
Soviet border.

Senator Jackson tended to discount the likelihood that the Foreign
Relations Committee would undertake a full-scale investigation of the Agency,
as suggested by one of the Committee members, He did remark, however,
that in considering pending legislation dealing with the Agency, such as the Cooper
bill requiring that intelligence material be made available to the Congress as
a whole, the Committee might delve into some questions regarding the Agency.

25X1 | 6. | | Met with Martin Hamburger, Administrative
Assistant to Senator Hugh Scott (R., Pa.), to renew the Director's invitation
to the Senator to visit the Agency at his convenience for a breakfast or lunch
and discuss the Senator's meeting with Suslov during his recent visit to the
Soviet Union, Hamburger said he was sure the Senator would weicome a
chance to do this and would let us know as soon as he could work it into his
schedule,

25X1 7. Discussed with Ed Braswell and John Goldsmith,
Senate Armed Services Committee staff, possibilities that the Foreign Relations
Committee, in considering pending legislation, might probe into Agency matters.
They had no specific information on this, but said they would see what they
could find out.

25X1 - 8. | | Talked to William Woodruff, Senate Appropriations
Committee staff, who said he had no indication that the Foreign Relations
Committee planned hearings regarding Agency matters, but would let me know
if he heard anything.

I brought Woodruff up-to-date on what I knew of the way the
Symington amendment regarding a monetary ceiling on expenditures in
Laos had been worked out., Woodruff didn't seem particularly happy with
this, but conceded that he didn't know any alternatives.

Woodruff said that he had not yet received Deputy Secretary Packard's
letter on the readout program. I told him the Director fully concurred in this
letter and would be glad to provide a similar letter if the Chairman wished.
Woodruff said he would let me know if this was necessary, which he thought
unlikely,
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